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The Wireless Communications Association International Inc. (“WCA”), by its counscl
and n response to the Commission’s Public Notice released December 18, 2002, hereby subinits
lhese comments to reaffirm its support for an amendment to Section 1l.l11(a) of thc
Commission’s rules that would permit digital wireless cable systems with 5,000 or more
subscribers (o havc the option of delivering Emergency Alert System (“EAS”) messages via
“force tunc” technology in licu of carrying video and audio EAS messages on every programmed
channel. For the rcasons sct forth in WCA's Petition for Rulemaking filed Octohcr 31, 2002, the
proposcd rulc amendment is consistent with the spirit and intent of the Commission’s EAS rulcs
and is nccessary to alleviate the financial burden full compliance with the “all chamiels” rule
imposes on digital wircless cable systems

WCA wishes to clarify two points raised in its Petition. As discussed in WCA’s Petition,
the current “all channels” rcquircment imposes enormous financial burdens on digital wireless
cable systems due to the impracticality of inserting EAS messages into digital channcls taken
directly from satellite feeds. That burden applics both (o wireless cable systems that are entircly

digital or that carry both analog and digital programming. Any amendment of ?itij(n [1.11(a)
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to permit “lorcc tunc” should specify that the “force tune” option will bc equally available (o
both Kinds of systems (mcaning that a system that is partially digital would not be required to
comply with the “all channels” rcquirement on its digital channels). Second, the amendment
should indicate that the “force tune” option will be available where, as in the case of W.A.T.C.H.
TV’s digital wireless cable system in western Ohio, the “force lune” mechanism is embedded in
the subscriber’s set-top box (asopposed lo the subscriber’s television set).’

WHEREFORE, for the reasons sel forth above and in its Petition, WCA rcquests that the
Ctoiiimission issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the above-captioned matter and amend
Section 11, 11(a)as requested herein.
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' Petition at 4. WCA therefore suggests that the language originally recommended for tlic proposed
amendment (see Petition at 7 n. 11) be corrected to read as follows: “Digital wireless cable systems
(ncluding systems that transnut in both the analog and digital modcs. or entircly in the digital mode) may
comply with this requirement by using a “forcclune’ mechanism which automatically tunes the viewer to
a predesignated channel which carries the required audio and video EAS messages.”



